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Prabuddha Bharata 

VOL. 88 JUNE 1983 No. 6 

Arise ! Awake ! And stop not till the Goal is reached. 



INTEGRAL VISION OF VEDIC SEERS* 

1 Truth is one : sages call It by various names' 

1. From that [ Virat ] Purusa 1 , in 
whom the universal oblation was offered, 
the mixture of curds and butter was 
produced. [ Then ] he created 2 those 
animals which move in the air (birds), 
those which live in the forest (deer, etc.) 
and those which are in the village (cows, 
etc.). 

Rg- Veda 10.90.8. 

2. From that victim, in whom the 
universal oblation was offered, were 
produced rks and sdtnans . From him the 
metres were born. From him was born 
yajus. 

Rg-Veda 10.90.9. 



^rrTfTftrT^srTrTT arsrm: n 

Rg-Veda 10.90.10. 

9 

* Puruya-Siikta continued. 2 * According to MacDoneii, the animals were 

t* Say ana interprets sarvahut as ‘the Purusa manufactured out of pryadajyam (clotted butter), 
who is the self of all and who was sacrificed’. But Sayana only says that prsadajyam (mixture 
MacDoneii interprets it as ‘sacrifice completely of curds and ghee) is the primary material for 
offered’, and Griffith, as ‘great general sacrifice’. sacrifices. 



3. From him were born horses and 
all those animals which have two rows of 
teeth (ubhayadatah). From him were 
born cows, goats and sheep. 










ABOUT THIS NUMBER 



This month’s editorial discusses the 
Law of Sacrifice and how it operates in 
spiritual life. 

Swami Budhananda, Secretary, Rama- 
krishna Mission, New Delhi, concludes 

WILL-POWER AND ITS DEVELOPMENT by 

pointing out the importance of cultivating a 
sound sense of values, prayer and surrender. 

In AESTHETICS IN RAMANUJA’S PHILOS- 
OPHY Prof. S. S. Raghavachar, former 
Head of the Department of Philosophy, 
University of Mysore, has painstakingly 
brought together Ramanuja’s views and 
influences on art and aesthetics and knit 
them into a coherent philosophical 



pattern — with that insightful mastery so 
characteristic of the professor’s writings. 

In an earlier article published in the 
December 1982 issue of this journal Hans 
Elmstedt had shown how the sat or 
Existence aspect of Reality influences the 
relative world as power. In the article 
knowledge and meaning contributed to 
the present issue he shows how the cit or 
Knowledge aspect of Reality influences 
the relative world as meaning. The author 
teaches at a school in Lancaster, California. 

Swami Muktinathananda of Belur Math 
gives a clear and authentic account of the 
inspiring life of swami nischayananda, a 
unique disciple of Swami Vivekananda. 



MEDITATION AND SACRIFICE— II 

(EDITORIAL) 



Harmony and joy 

According to the integral vision of 
Vedic sages, the whole cosmos is in a 
state of dynamic harmony, rtam, instinct 
with life and pulsating through the phases 
of creation, maintenance and destruction. 
Behind the apparent diversity and dishar- 
mony is the unity and harmony of rtam, 
supporting and controlling every atom of 
the universe in an all-inclusive, all-pervad- 
ing embrace. God, souls and the universe 
constitute an integral Reality which func- 
tions as one vast living organism called 
Purusa or Cosmic Person, and appears 
structurally as absolute Existence-Con- 
sciousness-Bliss. The Personal and the 
Impersonal are only the functional and 
structural aspects of one and the same 
Reality. 

The basic experience of life is happi- 



ness. Existence itself is bliss ; to live is 
to be joyful. Joy is not merely one of the 
experiences of life ; rather, it is the only 
true experience. But this pure intrinsic 
happiness manifests itself only in the 
experience of Reality, and Reality is a 
multi-dimensional harmony of sat, cit and 
ananda (Existence, Consciousness, Bliss). 
When we see nothing but contradiction 
and disharmony everywhere, what we 
experience is not Reality but its shadow, 
and the shadow of happiness is sorrow. 
Happiness is alone real and Reality is 
happiness. Sorrow is unreal, a distortion 
of Reality. 

The cause of sorrow is the separation 
of happiness from human existence. What 
causes this separation? The fragmentation 
of consciousness. It is cit or consciousness 
that connects ananda or bliss to sat or 
existence. When consciousness gets 




